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THE SNAKES OF NEW YORK STATE : AN 
ANNOTATED CHECK LIST. 

EDWIN C. ECKEL. 

No paper on the ophidian fauna of this state has appeared 
since Baird's "Serpents of New York," published in the Seventh 
Annual Report on t/ie Condition of the State Cabinet, Albany, 
1854. That which is now presented is merely a list of those 
species which have been mentioned more or less definitely as 
occurring within our limits'. 

The notes which I have added are of two classes. In the 
case of species whose presence within the state is doubtful, 
I have given the authority for their inclusion. In this con- 
nection I have endeavored to give credit, for the introduction 
of new species into our faunal lists, to those to whom it is clue. 

My own observations on the snakes of this state have been 
confined largely to that portion of the state which I traverse 
during my geological field work. With this area and with its 
fauna I am fairly well acquainted, having spent my summers 
for the past twelve years within it. I have, therefore, added 
a few notes upon the occurrence and abundance of the various 
species in southeastern New York. This area, as the term is 
used here, has geological rather than geographical boundaries. 
Roughly defined, it includes the counties of Orange and Rock- 
land, on the west of the Hudson, and those of Westchester, 
Putnam, and the southern half of Dutchess, on the east of the 
river. It is an area of crystalline rocks, bordered on the north 
by a usually well marked depression based on limestones and 
shales. In one case at least, the herpetology seems to be 
affected by the geology. The rattlesnake is rarely seen out- 
side of the Highlands, while the copperhead is abundant in 
the great Cambro-Silurian lowland which adjoins the High- 
lands on the north. The ophidian fauna of the region is rich 
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in both species and individuals, while in the Catskills, not far 
away, there is a notable scarcity of snakes. 

I have adopted the terminology and classification of Cope, 
as set forth in his Crocodilians, Lizards, and Snakes of North 
America, though a note under the heading of Euttznia sirtalis 
expresses my dissent from his method of handling the sub- 
species of that group. 

1. Carphophiops amcenus (Say). 

2. Diadophis punctatus (Linn.). 

So far as my observation goes, very scarce in the southeastern 
counties. 

3. Heterodon platyrhinus Latreille. 

Very common in sandy regions in Orange County and southern 
Westchester County. I have never encountered the melanistic form 
which has been variously described as H. niger and H. p. niger, but 
Cope notes a specimen from Scarboro, Westchester County, and there 
is now in the New York Zoological Park a living specimen taken in 
Sullivan County. 

4. Liopeltis vernalis (De Kay). 

More common, I believe, in Orange County than east of the Hudson. 

5. Zamenis constrictor (Linn.). 

A very common species, both relatively and absolutely, in south- 
eastern New York. 

6. Coluber vulpinus (B. & G.). 

Jordan {Manual Vertebrates Northern United States, eighth edition, 
p. 195) gives the range of this species as " Massachusetts to Kansas, 
and north." Cope, however {Crocodilians, Lizards, and Snakes of 
North America, p. 831), states that it is not known from east of 
Illinois, and I have been unable to find any record of its occurrence 
in or near New York. 

7. Coluber obsoletus obsoletus Say. 

Occurs in Orange County (and probably east of the Hudson), though 
much scarcer than Zamenis constrictor. 

8. Pityophis 7/ielanoleucus (Daudin). 

Included as a possible straggler over our southern border. 

9. Osceola doliata triangula (Boie). 

A rather common snake in Orange County ; less abundant, I believe, 
east of the Hudson. 
10. Osceola doliata clerica (B. & G.). 

Cope quotes a specimen (U. S. Nat. Mus., No. 1407) whose locality 
is given as " (?) New York." As this state is far beyond the most 
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northern range of the subspecies, so far as any other records go, the 
label may be considered as in error. 

11. Ophibolus getulus getulus (Linn.). 

Baird (•' Serpents of New York," 1854) states that " the chain snake 
is quite maritime in its northern distribution, being rarely found in the 
Northern States, except near the coast." De Kay had mentioned its 
occurrence on Long Island. In a " Catalogue of Reptiles and Fishes, 
from St. Lawrence County, procured for the State Cabinet of Natural 
History by Franklin B. Hough" {Fifth Annual Report on Condition 
of State Cabinet, Albany, 1852), I find that Dr. Hough collected 
specimens of this species from Rossie, St. Lawrence County, and that 
he quotes it as " of common occurrence in this portion of the state." 
These specimens cannot now be found, but I am inclined to accept 
the record, as John Gebhard, then Curator of the State Cabinet, had 
too thorough a knowledge of the ophidian fauna of the state to have 
allowed an obvious error to stand in the catalogue. 

12. Natrix fasciata sipedon (Linn.). 

Abundant in all the counties of southeastern New York. The normal 
ground color here is dark grayish to black. I have never seen indi- 
viduals of the brownish or yellow-brown color described . by some 
authors, and shown by casts at several prominent museums. 

13. Natrix fasciata erythrogaster (Shaw). 

Cope quotes a specimen (U. S. Nat. Mus., No. 9984) as from West- 
field Falls, Connecticut. This is far to the north and east of the 
usual range of the subspecies, and may be an error in the label. 

14. Natrix leberis. 

I have never seen individuals of this species in southeastern New 
York, though much of my field work has been in localities which would 
seem to furnish a highly favorable environment. 

15. Storeria dekayi (Holbrook). 

This and the next species are abundant in southeastern New York, 
though both are so inconspicuous and retiring as readily to escape 
observation. As late as 1898 I have found a specimen of S. occi- 
pitomaculata on New York Island. 

16. Storeria occipitomactilata (Storer). 

Described by De Kay as extra-limital, this species was included in 
the fauna of the state by John Gebhard, Jr. {Fourth Annual Report 
on Condition of State Cabinet, Albany, p. 23, 1851), as specimens had 
been obtained by Dr. Fitch in Washington County. Three years later 
than this publication Baird, in his " Serpents of New York " {Seventh 
Annual Report on Condition of State Cabinet, Albany, p. 124, 1854), 
" formally introduced " the species as " an inhabitant of New York." 
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17. Eutcenia saurita (Linn.). 

In Westchester and Putnam counties this species appears to be even 
more abundant than Eutcenia sirtalis. It is rarely found out of the 
immediate vicinity of water, though it is not so truly aquatic in its 
habits as is Natrix fasciata sipedon. On being alarmed this latter 
serpent will usually go below the surface, for a time at least. Eutcenia 
saurita, on the contrary, when flushed from its place of concealment 
in the reeds or grass along the shore, will remain on the surface, not 
going far from the bank of the stream or pond, and watching for a 
favorable opportunity to regain the shore. 

18. Eutcenia brachy stoma (Cope). 

The single specimen on which this species is founded was taken 
at Franklin, Venango County, Pennsylvania. The species may, there- 
fore, be found within our limits. 

19. Eutcenia sirtalis graminea (Cope). 

No specimens are recorded from this state, and I have never seen 
an individual of E. sirtalis even approaching the coloration of this 
subspecies as described by Cope, but as specimens are described from 
both Ohio and Massachusetts, the subspecies is here included. 

20. Eutcenia sirtalis ordinata (Linn.). 

21. Eutania sirtalis sirtalis (Linn.). 

Both this subspecies, and that immediately preceding, are common 
in southeastern New York. My own observations upon the various 
forms of Eutania sirtalis occurring in New York have led me to 
feel that the subspecific grouping proposed by Cope is not entirely 
satisfactory. 

In addition to those here listed we have in this state, I believe, at 
least two forms of equal rank with E. s. ordinata and E. s. sirtalis. 
Whether any of these forms of E. sirtalis occurring in New York are 
sufficiently distinct to be given subspecific rank is still, I think, an 
open question. 

I had hoped to be in a position, before the publication of this 
paper, to discuss this subject in a more definite manner, but I have 
not been able to accumulate sufficient material to do so. This being 
the case, I have used Cope's grouping and terminology in this list. 

22. Eutcenia sirtalis obscura. 

The type specimen of this subspecies was obtained at Westport, 
New York. 

23. Ancistrodon contortrix (Linn.). 

Occurs in swamps and low grounds in Orange and Dutchess Counties, 
but scarcer in the Highlands. Most of the many snakes annually killed 
as " Copperheads " are individuals of the species Heterodon platyrhimis, 
Ophibolus doliatus triangulus, or even Natrix fasciata sipedon. 
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24. Sistrurns catenatus catenatus (Raf.). 

Described by De Kay as extra-limital, but added by Gebhard {Sixth 
Annual Report on Condition of State Cabinet, Albany, p. 22, 1853), 
as specimens had been sent in from Genesee County. There appears 
to be no recent definite record of their occurrence in that region. 

25. Crotalus horridus (Linn.). 

Still occurs in Orange and Rockland Counties, but very rare and 
possibly extinct east of the Hudson in this state. Cope notes a speci- 
men collected in 1878 at Katonah, Westchester County ; and I have 
been informed that one was killed in 1887 near White Plains. 

New York State Museum, 
December 3, 1900. 
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